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Arabic Letter 

 or Mark Name 
Symbol Used 

in English 

Text 

The shape of the letters if they are 
connected with other letters 

In the beginning In the beginning In the beginning 
   NA NA  /  
      

 /     /  
      
      
     
      

   NA NA  
   NA NA  
   NA NA  
   NA NA  

      
      
     
     
     
  ž   
     
      

      
      
    /  /    
      
     /  
      

      
   NA NA  

 (as vowel)      
      

(as vowel)      
   This appears in three forms : 1) on a line,   2) by itself,   3) on an alif 

    

  A 
 kasrah I 
  U 

 shaddah doubled letter 
 sukoon absence of vowel  

A KEY TO THE ARABIC LETTERS 



2

 

 

The Qur’an is the word of Allah. The superiority of the Qur’an over the words 

of His creation is like the superiority of Allah Himself over His creation. The 

movement of the tongue in reciting the Qur’an is the best action that the tongue 

may ever perform. 

 There are many virtues in teaching and reciting the Qur’an, some of 

which are the following :  

   The reward of teaching : The Prophet () said: “The best of you are 
those who learn the Qur'an and teach it” (al-Bukhari). 

  The reward of reciting : The Prophet () said: “Whoever reads one 
letter of the book of Allah will be rewarded for it with a good reward, and this 
good reward will be increased tenfold.” (at-Tirmidhi). 

  The reward of learning the Qur’an, memorizing it and being skillful in 

its recitation : The Prophet () said: “The one who reads the Qur’an while 
having previously memorized it is with the noble dutiful angels, and the one who 
recites the Qur'an while it is difficult for him will receive two rewards. ” (al-

Bukhari and Muslim) He also said: “It will be said (in Paradise) to the recitor of 
the Qur’an who acted upon its teachings: read, ascend, and beautify as you did 
in your worldly life, for indeed your level is that equal to your last verse.” (at-

Tirmidhi).  

      Al-Khattaabi said : It has been mentioned in a narration that the number of 

levels in Paradise is equal to the number of verses of the Qur’an, so it will be said 

to the recitor : ascend as many levels as the number of verses you used to recite of 

the Qur'an. Those who recited the entire Qur’an will rise to the highest level in 

Paradise in the Hereafter, and those who recited part of it will ascend accordingly, 

until their reward is equal to the last verse of their recitation. 

  The reward for teaching the Qur’an to one’s children : The Prophet 

() said: “One who reads the Qur’an, learns it, and acts upon it will place upon 
his parents a crown of light as brilliant as the sun. He will clothe them with 
cloaks that are more valuable than this whole world. They will ask: ‘Why are we 
made to wear this garment [of honor]? It will be said to them: ‘Due to the 
importance your child paid to the Qur'an’ ” (al-Haakim). 

  Intercession of the Qur’an for its recitor in the Hereafter : The Prophet 

() said: “Recite the Qur’an, for it will intercede for its companions on the Day 
of Resurrection.” (Muslim). He () also said: “A slave’s fasting and recitation 
of the Qur’an will intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection.” (Ahmad).  

 The reward of those who congregate for the recitation and study of the 

Qur’an : The Prophet () said: “No people gather in a house of the houses of 
Allah [mosques], reciting the Book of Allah and studying it among themselves, 
except that tranquility descends upon them, mercy covers them, the angels 
surround them, and Allah mentions them to those in His company.” (Abu Dawud). 

The Virtues of 
Reciting Qur’an 
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  The Etiquette of Reciting the Qur’an : Ibn Katheer mentioned some of 

these etiquettes, and among them are the following :  

  One should neither recite nor touch the Qur’an except in a state of purification. 

  One should use Siwak to clean his teeth before recitation. 

  One should wear his best clothes. 

 One should face the direction of prayer (Qiblah). 

  One should pause his recitation when yawning. 

  One should not interrupt his recitation and speak, except if necessary. 

  One should be attentive to what he is reciting. 

  One should pause at a verse mentioning reward and ask Allah for that reward. 

  One should pause at a verse mentioning punishment and seek refuge in Allah 

from that punishment. 

  One should not leave the Qur’an opened, nor place anything on it. 

  One should not raise his voice when reciting to the extent that he confuses other 

adjacent recitors. 

  One should not recite in marketplaces and places of distracting noise. 

  The Manner of Recitation : When Anas () was asked about the recitation 

of the Prophet (), he said: “He would elongate it, so when he read ‘Bismillah-ir-

Rahman-ir-Raheem’, he would elongate Allah, ar-Rahman, and ar-Raheem.” (al-

Bukhari). 

  Multiplication of Reward : Every person who recites the Qur’an purely for 

Allah’s sake will receive reward, but this reward is multiplied if the recitation is 

accompanied with attentiveness, contemplation and understanding of what is being 

recited.  If it is done in this manner, each recited letter will be multiplied from ten 

to seven hundred times. 

  Daily Recitation : The companions of the Prophet () would recite the 

Qur’an daily, and none of them would make a habit of reciting the whole Qur’an in 

less than a week. Rather, they were prohibited from reciting it in less than three 

days. 

Thus my dear brothers and sisters, spend your time in reciting the Qur’an. Set 

yourself a fixed amount to recite daily, and do not leave it no matter what happens, 

since a small amount recited regularly is better than a large amount recited 

occasionally. If you forget or fall asleep, make up that recitation on the next day, as 

the Prophet () said: “Whoever falls asleep and fails to recite his portion of the 
Qur’an, or part of it, and then recites it between the Fajr and Žuhr prayer of the 
following day, it will be written for him as if he read it at night” (Muslim).   

Do not be of those who neglect the Qur’an or forget it in any way, such as 

failing to read it, recite it, not contemplating its meanings, not putting its teachings 

into action or not seeking the cure of illnesses by it.
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  Then he washes both hands from the tip of the fingers up to the elbows once, 

while three times is better. 
Note : It is preferred to wash the right hand before the left. 

  Then he wipes over the entire head including the ears. He puts his index finger into 

the ear and wipes, and uses his thumbs to wipe outside. This is all done only once. 

Notes :  1. The obligatory part of the head to be wiped is from the front hair-line of the  

forehead to the nape of the neck (where the hair ends).   2. It is not obligatory to wipe 

the entire length of ones hair if it is long.   3. One should wipe the scalp if there is no 

hair on the head.   4. One must wipe the hairless area on the head behind the ears.  

 

Then he washes the feet up to just above the ankles once, but 

three times is better. 

 Then he should wash his face once, while three times is better. The boundaries 

of the face are from ear to ear in horizontally and from the hairline of the head 

to the chin in vertically. 
Note : It is obligatory to run one’s fingers through the beard if it is thick, while  

praiseworthy if it is light .   

 

   It is obligatory that one rinse their nose by sniffing in water and blowing it out once. 

To do so three times is better. 

Note : Merely sniffing the water up into the nose is not enough, the water must be blown 

out and not removed by the hand. 

   Then it is obligatory that one rinses the mouth (madmadah) once, while 

three times is better. 
Note : It is not enough to merely placing water in one’s mouth when rinsing it. Rather, water 

must actually be swirled around in the mouth.  It is deemed a beloved act to use the siwak.   

 

One should begin the wudoo by saying “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) and it is 

preferred that one washes his hands every time he makes wudoo. One who awakens 

from a night’s sleep must wash his hands three times. 

Note : It is disliked to wash any part of the body in wudoo more than three times each. 

Prayer (salah) is not correct without ablution (wudoo). Ablution must be performed 
with water that is in its original state, such as water of the sea, wells, springs or rivers. 
Note : A small amount of water becomes impure (najis) if it is mixed with a substance 
deemed as impure . A large quantity of water, about 210 liters, does not become impure if it is 
mixed with a substance deemed impure unless it has changed its taste, or color or smell. 
 

Notes :  
1) The parts for washing in wudoo are four  

    a) The face with madmadah and istinshaaq;    b) The hands and arms;  

    c) Wiping of the head and ears;                        d) The feet up to just above the ankles.  

    One must perform these acts in sequence, and performing them out of sequence nullifies the wudoo.  

2) One should wash the body parts continuously without any pausing. If one delays doing so until the  

     previous part dries, the wudoo is nullified. 

3) It is a beloved act to say after the wudoo, “Ash-hadu alla ilaaha illallah wahdahu la shareeka lahu 

wa ash-hadu anna Muhammdan ’abduhu wa rasuluh” (I testify that there is none that has the right to 

be worshipped except Allah alone, without  partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His slave and 

Messenger) and to pray two raka’ah.      

 

Ablution (Wudoo) 
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Prayer (Salah) 

 
One begins the prayer by saying “Allahu Akbar” (Allah is the Greatest) while standing 

upright. The Imam says “Allahu Akbar” loudly in the beginning, as well as in all the other 

takbeerat ( saying “Allahu Akbar” ) of the prayer in such a manner that those following 

behind him hear him. The followers, however, should say it quietly. At the beginning of the 

takbeer he raises his hands up to the level of his shoulders with his fingers closed together. 

The follower says “Allahu Akbar” after the Imam has finished saying it. 

Note :  It is obligatory to say the pillars (such as takbeerat al-Ihram) and obligatory acts of the prayer 

(such as all of the other takbeerat) loudly enough so that only the person praying can hear himself.  it 

is to hear yourself. 

 

With his right hand, He grasps the wrist or forearm of his left, and keeps his gaze at the 
place of his prostration. He recites any of the supplications which are reported to be 
authentic, such as “Subhaanak Allahumma wa bi H amdika wa Tabaarakasmuka wa 
Ta’’ala Jadduka wa la ilaaha ghairuk” (You are Glorified, O Allah, and Praised; Your 
Name is Blessed; Your Majesty is Exalted, and none has the right to be worshipped but 
You). Then he says “A’udhu billahi min-ash-Shaitaanir-Rajeem” (I seek refuge in 
Allah from the accursed Satan); then “Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Raheem” (In the name of 
Allah, the Most Beneficent in Mercy, Most Merciful). All of this should be read quietly. 
Then he recites Al-Fatihah. It is not obligatory upon those praying behind the Imam to 
recite Al-Fatihah in the loud prayers (Maghrib, Isha and Fajr) but it is better that he 
recites it in the times of quietness of the Imam (if there is any), and in the quiet prayers 
(Dhuhr and Asr). He then recites whatever he wishes from the Quran. The Imam recites  

loudly in Maghrib, Isha and Fajr, and quietly in the other prayers. 
Note : It is better to recite the Quran according to the arrangement of the surahs in the Quran, and disliked 
to recite out of chronological order.  It is forbidden, however, to recite words or verses in incorrect order 
within specific surahs.  

Then he says “Allahu Akbar”, raises his hands to his shoulders and then bows. In bowing, he 
should place his hands firmly on his knees, spreading his fingers, and stretching his back, 
straightening it so that the head is equal with his mid-section, neither higher nor lower than 
it. In the bowing, he should say three times,“Subhaana Rabbiyal-Adheem” (Glory be to 
Allah, the Great). If one enters prayer late but completes the bowing, the standing before is 
also counted and he need not make up for this unit (Rak’ah) after completing the prayer. 

Note : All the Takbeerat and Tasmi’ (saying “Sami’Allahu liman Hamidah” -Allah hears him who praises 
Him) are said when one is actually moving, not before or after it. If one delays them on purpose, his 
prayer becomes invalid.  
 

He then raises his head and says “Sami’ Allahu liman Hamidah” (Allah answers he who 
praises Him) and raises his hands to his shoulders. Upon returning to stable upright standing 
position, he says “Rabbanaa wa-lakal-Hamd” (Tahmeed) (O Our Lord, to You is praise) 
[adding to it the saying] “Hamdan Katheeran Tayyiban Mubaarakan fihi, Mil’as-Sama waat 
wa Mil’al-Ard wa Mil’a ma Shi’ta min Shai’in ba’d” (Many praises that are pure and 

 blessed, the fullness of the heavens and fullness of the earth and fullness of whatever You wish afterwards). 
Note : The time of saying “Rabbanaa wa-lakal-Hamd” is after one is standing erect and not during movement 
from the bowing position. 

He then prostrates saying “Allahu Akbar”, keeping his stomach away from his thighs and 
thighs from his calves. He must prostrate on his forehead and nose, both palms of the hands, 
both knees, and both toes of the feet, with the fingers and toes pointing towards the Qiblah. 
He is to say in the prostration “Subhaana Rabbiyal-A’laa” (Glory be to Allah, the Exalted) 
three times. 
Note : The prostration must be on seven appendages: the two feet, two knees, two palms of 

hands, and the head, which includes the forehead and the nose.  The prayer is invalid by intentionally leaving 
any of these parts, except due to a valid excuse.   
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Then he raises his head saying Allahu Akbar and sits. The sitting between the two 
prostrations has two correct manners :   1) Sitting on his left thigh while propping 
the right foot with the heel up and the toes planted to the ground facing the Qiblah.  
2)Propping up both of his feet, keeping his toes towards the Qiblah and sitting on 
his heels with his buttocks. 
He says “Rabbighfir-li” (O Allah forgive me) and he may add “warhamni, 
wajburni, warfa’ni, warzuqni, wansurni, wahdini,, wa ‘aafini, wa’fu anni” 
(Have mercy on me, and strengthen me, raise me, give me sustenance, give me 
victory, guide me, pardon me, bestow clemency on me). 

Then he prostrates again like the first time, raises his head saying “Allahu Akbar”, and then stands erect, putting 

pressure on the front part of the souls of his feet, and prays the second unit (Rak’ah) like the first. 

Note : The place of reciting al-Fatihah is while standing, and therefore if he starts reading before the 

completely standing erect, he must recite it again or otherwise the prayer is invalid.   

 

When he finishes the two units, he sits for the first sitting of Tashahhud as he did between 
the prostration, putting his right hand on his right thigh and left hand on his left thigh. He 
should make a fist of his right hand, making a circle with the thumb and middle finger, and 
point with his index finger. He recites, “At-Tahiyyaatu lillaahi was-Salawaatu wat-
T ayyibaat, as-Salaamu 'alaika ayyuhan-Nabiyyu wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuh, as-
Salaamu 'alaina wa 'ala Ibaadillaahis-Saaliheen. Ash-hadu allaa ilaaha illallahu wa ash-
hadu anna Muhammadan Abduhu wa Rasooluh” (The best of salutations and greetings are 
for Allah, and our prayers and our purest and good deeds. May the peace, mercy and 
blessings of Allah be on you, O Prophet. 

May the peace be upon us and on the righteous slaves of Allah. I testify that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is His Slave and Messenger). 
He then stands for the third and fourth bowing unit in the prayers that are three or four Raka’at (Maghrib, Isha, 
Dhuhr, ‘Asr) saying “Allahu Akbar” and raising his hands. He then prays the rest similarly, except that he 
doesn’t raise his voice in recitation and recites Al-Fatihah only.  
 

He then sits for the final sitting of Tashahhud if the prayer is three or four Raka’at in 

the posture of tawarruk, which has three correct manners (see chart) :  1) Sitting on the 

buttocks with the knees bent, keeping left foot spread and sticking out from under the 

right calf and right foot propped up.  

2) Sitting on the buttocks with the knees bent, keeping left and right feet laid on the 

right side.  3) Sitting on the buttocks with the knees bent, placing the left foot between 

his thigh and right calf and right foot spread. 

Then he says as in the first Tashahhud : “At-Tahiyyaatu lillaahi…” Then he says 

“Allahuma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala Aali Muh ammad kama sallaita 'ala 

Ibraheem wa 'ala Aali ibraheem, innaka H ameedum Majeed, wa Baarik ‘ala 

Muhammad wa ‘ala Aali Muhammad kama baarakta ‘ala Ibraheem wa 'ala Aali 

ibraheem, innaka H ameedum Majeed” (O Allah, send praises upon Muhammad and 

the family of Muhammad, just as You sent praises upon Abraham and upon the family 

of Abraham.  Verily, You are full of praise and majesty. And send blessings upon 

Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessings  

upon Abraham and upon the followers of Abraham.  Verily, You are full of praise and majesty). 
Then it is deemed praiseworthy to recite an authentically reported supplication like, “Allahumma inni a’udhu 

bika min adhaabi Jahannam, wa min adhaabil-Qabr, wa min fitnatal-Mahya wal-Mamaat, wa min fitnat-

almaseeh ad-Dajjal” (O Allah I seek refuge in You from the punishment of Hellfire, and from the punishment 

of the Grave, and from the trial of life and death, and from the trial of the Dajjal [Antichrist]”).  

He then says the Tasleem saying “As-Salaamu 'alaikum wa Rahmatullah” (Peace be 

upon you and the Mercy of Allah), turning first to his right and then his left.  

When he finishes this, he recites the authentically reported supplications which are to be 

read after finishing the prayer.  
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O my brother 
& sister : 

Allah has facilitated for you to read this beneficial book, what now remains 

for you is its fruit which is to act accordingly. 

 In this book before you the verses of Allah’s Book, the Qur’an, and its 

explanation have been presented, so be keen to put into practice what you 

know of these verses. It is mentioned that the companions of the Prophet () 

: “…would learn the reading of ten verses from the Prophet () and then not 

take ten more until they would know completely what these ten contain 

concerning knowledge and practice. They would say: ‘We learned the 

knowledge and the action.” Islamic law has encouraged putting knowledge 

into practice.  Ibn Abbas () said about the meaning of the saying of Allah 

the Exalted: ''They recite it with its rightful recitation.” The meaning is that 

they follow it with the rightful practice.  Fudail () said : “Verily the 

Qur’an was revealed so that people may act upon it, but the people have 

taken its mere recitation as the action.” 

 In this book before you, some aspects of the Sunnah of the Prophet () 

have been presented, so be quick to respond by doing good deeds 

accordingly. The righteous people of this Ummah would not learn anything 

except that they would advise one another in implementing it properly and 

also call others to act upon it in accordance with the command of the Prophet 

(): “ If I forbid you to do something, then keep away from it, and if I order 

you to do something, then do of it as much as you can ” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

They feared intensely the painful punishment of Allah, as Allah the Exalted 

said: “Then let those who go against his command beware lest they be struck 

by a trial or they be struck by a painful punishment.”  There are many 

examples of their desire to practice the Sunnah as best as possible: 

 The example of Umm Habibah, may Allah be pleased with her, when she 

narrated the saying of the Prophet (): “Whoever prays twelve units 

(Raka’at) in a day and night then Allah will build for him a house in 

Paradise.” [Muslim] She said: “I have not left them since I heard this from the 

Messenger of Allah ().”  

 The example of Ibn Umar () when he narrated the saying of the Prophet 

(): “It is the right of every Muslim who wants to bequeath something not to 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Knowledge without practice is reproachable by Allah, His 

Messengers and the  believers.  Allah the Exalted said : “O you who 

believe why do you not do that  which  you say (you will). It is a 

monstrosity before Allah to say that which you do not do.”  

Abu Hurairah () said: “The similitude of knowledge without 

acting upon it is like the treasure which is not spent for the cause 

of Allah.” Fudail () said : “The knowledgeable one remains 

ignorant about what he knows until he acts upon it.”  

Malik ibn Dinar () said : “You may meet a man who does not make any 

grammatical mistakes in speech, yet his deeds are all mistakes.”   

 
 

Acting  

According  

to Knowledge 




	An Explanation of The Last Tenth of the Noble Quran
	A KEY TO THE ARABIC LETTERS
	The Virtues of  Reciting Qur’an
	Crucial Questions and Answers about Life as a Muslim
	Actions of the heart
	Composed Dialogue
	Testimony that There is none that has the right to be worshipped except Allah
	Testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
	Nullifiers of Islam
	Purity (Taharah)
	Rulings about the Natural Blood of Women
	Postpartum bleeding
	Women in Islam
	Some rulings concerning women
	Prayer (Salah)
	Charity (Zakah)
	Fasting Ramadan (Sawn)
	Greater Pilgrimage and Lesser Pilgrimage
	Various benifits and rulings
	Legal supplications and incantations
	Supplication Addu'a
	Most important supplications that should be memorized
	The most profitable trade
	Daily remembrances of Allah in the morning and evening
	Sayings and deeds that have rewards in Islam
	Some Prohibitions in Islam
	Journey to Eternity
	Table of contents
	Ablution (Wudoo)
	Prayer (Salah)
	Introduction

